
AP World History Summer Assignment 
2018-2019 School Year 

 
“Why do we have to do a summer assignment?”  This is a 

commonly asked question within educational circles and groups 
of local high school students.  The reason is NOT because we are 
trying to take away from your summer and burden you with a 
heavy workload.  You must complete a summer assignment for 
two reasons… First, it keeps your mind active and thinking about 
history when you are away from school.  We want you ready to 
go when you return on August 6.  Second, AP World History 
covers 10,000 years of human history.  The first 6 chapters of our 
textbook will account for only 5% of the material on the AP 
Exam!  So, we want to move through that material quickly at the 
start of school and get to the heart of the course. 
 

 
 
 

The summer assignment is broken down into three tasks.  That’s about one task every three 
weeks during the summer.  Plan ahead and budget your time.  You will need to submit the summer 
assignment on the FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL, August 6, 2018.  No late assignments will be accepted, unless a 
student registers after that date. The summer assignment will count as your first summative assignment 
in the course.  
 

Unless otherwise noted, your summer assignment tasks should be handwritten in black or dark 
blue pen and submitted in a binder or presentation folder. If you have questions during the summer, 
please email one of the following teachers: 
Nelson_Dean@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
Lacey_Garner@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
Katie_Raby@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
  

We will be checking our email regularly throughout the summer, though it might still take a couple 
days for you to get a response.  This entire summer assignment will also be available for download from 
the school’s webpage, should you accidentally misplace your copy.   
 

Finally, let us say WELCOME TO AP WORLD HISTORY!  You should be proud of yourself for 
choosing the more challenging path.  You will be asked to work hard, but you will also gain wonderful 
experience that will serve you well in future endeavors.  Competitive universities look at your transcripts 
to see if you have challenged yourself and opted for the most rigorous course load available at your high 
school.  Have a great summer.  Rest up, relax, manage your time, and be ready to hit the ground running 
in August.   
 
Checklist for turning in: 

o Coversheet that includes your name and APWH Summer Assignment  
o Expectation Agreement 
o Task 1 
o Task 2 
o Task 3 
o All assignments are bound in a presentation folder or binder 

o Prior to beginning your summer assignment, please read over the expectations below. Signature in the 
appropriate areas to signify that you understand and agree to the expectations.  

mailto:Nelson_Dean@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
mailto:Lacey_Garner@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
mailto:Katie_Raby@gwinnett.k12.ga.us


 

Semester Expectations: 
• Students will be expected to read more, analyze more, write more, solve more, etc.  
(i.e., first read v. analytical read)  
• Homework may or may not be collected and graded, but it must be completed.  These assignments 
are often used as building blocks for future assignments.  
• Homework/Reading is preparation for class. Classwork/Writing/Assessments  will show your 
performance.  
• You will be challenged in the areas of reading, writing, critical thinking and studying. The course 
places a heavy influence on all of these areas. 
• The large amount of material for the course demands that classes move at a faster pace and cover 
more material than a typical high school class 

• Students will be working on short and long-term assignments simultaneously.  
• The rigor of college material means that succeeding in the class will be challenging and require 
students to grow as learners. Don’t expect an A just because you’ve always been an “A Student”. It will 
take time for you to adjust to the high expectations and standards of this course. We’re taking off the 
training wheels. 
• General AP World History rules… 

•  “I didn’t know” is not a valid excuse in AP World History. It is your job to know what 
assignments are due and when. 
•  “I didn’t understand” is not a valid excuse in AP World History. It is your responsibility to speak 
up when you are confused. 
• A lack of planning on your part does not constitute an emergency on my part. 

Daily Expectations: 
• At least one hour each day (outside of class time) committed to APWH.  
• Reading, outlining, and note-taking of every chapter.  
• Note-taking during lectures  
• Writing essays  
• Communicate clearly and consistently with your teacher and parents to help them help you  
• Academic Honest Policy (see student handbook) 

 
 
___________________________________________________       ___________ 

Student Signature           Date 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________       ___________ 

Parent Signature           Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TASK 1:  Why Study History? 
 
Read “Why Study History?” by Peter Stearns.  This article 
discusses why the study of history is essential to our 
society, and also how it can benefit you as a person 
making your way into your adult life.  It may be accessed 
at: 
 
https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-
membership/aha-history-and-archives/historical-
archives/why-study-history-(1998) 
 
If, for any reason, you are unable to access the link, you 
may simply perform a Google search for the article.  Type 
in “Why Study History by Peter Stearns”, and multiple 
formats will appear.  Be sure to choose one that includes 
the whole article, and not a review of the article by a third 
party. 
 
Before you read any scholarly article with questions to follow, start by reading the questions FIRST!  It’s 
always helpful to know what you should be looking for as you read.  So, here are the questions… 
 

1. What arguments does Mr. Stearns make to support the idea that it is beneficial for a society when 
its members study history?  Please site specific evidence from the text. 

 
2. In what ways does Mr. Stearns show the study of history to be beneficial to the individual, both on 

a personal level and in whichever career path he or she may choose?  Please site specific evidence 
from the text. 

 
Read slowly.  Make sure you understand each paragraph before moving on to the next. 
 
After you finish reading, answer the two questions above in black or dark blue pen on a piece of notebook 
paper labeled “Task 1”.  This will be the first entry in your Summer Assignment binder/folder. 
 
 
  

https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-and-archives/historical-archives/why-study-history-(1998)
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TASK 2:  The Worst Mistake in the History of the Human Race 
 

 
 

The Neolithic Revolution is also called the Agricultural Revolution.  It is considered one of the 
pivotal events in the history of the human species.  In a period of several thousand years, humans went 
from a largely migratory species to an increasingly sedentary and agricultural society.  Historians have 
often noted the fundamental and positive significance of the change from hunting and gathering to 
farming.  However, some do not agree.  In AP World History, you will develop your ability to question 
mainstream interpretations of history.  Read “The Worst Mistake in the History of the Human Race,” by 
Jared Diamond.  Mr. Diamond is one historian who disagrees with the positive view many have about the 
Neolithic Revolution.  He argues that not only was the shift to agriculture NOT a positive change, but that 
it led to many of society’s troubles that exist in the world even today.   
 
Jared Diamond’s article may be accessed at: 
 
http://www.ditext.com/diamond/mistake.html 
 
But, once again…if the link does not work, you can always perform a Google search to find the article in 
any number of online locations. 
 

After reading the article, write a response addressing the following prompt.  This is an opportunity 
for me to see your writing skills, so be sure to form your thoughts well on paper.  Use good conventions.  
Please keep your response to 250 words or less, and remember to handwrite in black or dark blue pen! 
Label this assignment Task 2 and add it to your Summer Assignment binder/folder. 
 
Prompt:   What is Jared Diamond’s thesis in this article?  Which evils of modern society does Mr. 
Diamond cite as evidence that the Neolithic Revolution was a negative event in the history of 
mankind?  Please cite specific evidence from the text. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.ditext.com/diamond/mistake.html


TASK 3: Civilization Questions 
Your answers should be written on notebook paper in black or dark blue ink. Plagiarism will not be 
tolerated. Label this assignment Task 3 and add it to your Summer Assignment binder/folder. 
 
To help you answer the questions, you may utilize the AMSCO Book. You will be issued a textbook in 
August, but it is suggested you use a review book to complete the summer assignment. Students are often 
able to find an online PDF copy of the AMSCO AP World History book. If you would prefer a hard copy, the 
AMSCO review book can be purchased online from the publisher at : 
https://www.perfectionlearning.com/social-studies/advanced-placement/world-history-ap-exam.html 
 
Your local bookstores may also have copies available for purchase. You are highly encouraged, but not 
required, to purchase your own review book so can you annotate and take notes in it. 
 
LEQs:  
Write a paragraph on the following writing prompt. Be sure to use comparison statements (ex. While an 
apple is red, a banana is yellow. Despite this difference, both fruits grow on trees.)  
 
Prompt 1: 

1. Read over your notes on Ancient Egypt and the Zhou Dynasty from the AMSCO book. 
2. Select either politics or religion in both of the above areas. 
3. Write a paragraph that analyzes the similarities OR differences of the theme you have chosen from 

step 2. Your paragraph should include a comparison statement and provide specific evidence to 
support that statement. Be sure to explain why the similarity or difference exists.  

 
Prompt 2: 

1. Read over your notes on the transition from the Paleolithic to Neolithic periods. 
2. Select either social or interactions with the environment in both of the above areas.   
3. Write a paragraph that analyzes the changes OR continuities of the theme you have chosen from 

step 2. Your paragraph should include an argument and provide specific evidence to support that 
statement. Be sure to explain why the change or continuity occurs.  

 
 
SAQ: 
For each of the prompts below, be sure to answer the question, cite specific evidence, and explain how 
that evidence supports your answer. Each section (A, B, and C) should be individually labeled.  
 
 

1. Historians have argued that the adoption of agriculture during the Neolithic Revolution was one of 
the most important transformations in human history. 

A. Identify and explain ONE positive result of the Neolithic Revolution. 
 

B. Identify and explain ONE negative result of the Neolithic Revolution 
 

C. Identify and explain ONE feature that distinguished the Neolithic Age from the Paleolithic 
Age 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.perfectionlearning.com/social-studies/advanced-placement/world-history-ap-exam.html


 
 

2. Use the sources below to answer A, B, and C.  
 “A modern analysis of Mesopotamian ration texts found that the standard issue of bread, beer, dates, 
and onions, sometimes supplemented with meat or fish and with additional vegetables such as 
chickpeas, lentils, turnips, and beans provided a nutritious and balanced diet.  Dates provided vitamin 
A, beer provided vitamin B, onions provided vitamin C, and the ration as a whole provided 3,500 to 
4,000 calories, in line with modern recommendations for adult consumption.”   
-Standage, Tom. A History of the World in 6 Glasses. (32,33) 

 
“There are at least three sets of reasons to explain the findings that agriculture was bad for health. 
First, hunter-gatherers enjoyed a varied diet, while early farmers obtained most of their food from 
one or a few starchy crops. The farmers gained cheap calories at the cost of poor nutrition… Second, 
because of dependence on a limited number of crops, farmers ran the risk of starvation if one crop 
failed. Finally, the mere fact that agriculture encouraged people to clump together in crowded 
societies, many of which then carried on trade with other crowded societies, led to the spread of … 
infectious disease. 
- Diamond, the worst mistake humans ever made 

 
A) Describe ONE important difference between the views of the Neolithic transition expressed in 
the two passages 
 

B) For the Standage passage, identify and explain one historical trend, development, or event that 
would support the argument expressed in the passage. 
 
C) For the Diamond passage, identify and explain one historical trend, development, or event that 
would support the argument expressed in the passage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Use the sources below to answer A, B, and C.  
 
Source 1: Oracle-Bone Inscriptions of the Late Shang Dynasty (ca. 1554-1045/40 BCE).: On 
Childbearing  
 
15A. Crack-making on jiashen (day 21), Que  divined: “Lady Hao’s (a consort of Wu Ding) childbearing 
will be good.” (Prognostication:) The king read the cracks and said: “If it be on a ding-day that she give 
birth, there will be prolonged luck.” (Verification:) (After) thirty-one days, on jiayin(day 51), she gave 
birth; it was not good; it was a girl. 
 
Crack making refers to heating oracle bones until they crack, which tells the oracle how to read the writing.  
 
Source 2: The Law Code of Hammurabi c. 1800 BCE 
 
137. If a man wish to separate from a woman who has borne him children, of from his wife who has borne 
him children: then he shall give that wife her dowry, and a part of the usufruct [the right to use] of field, 
garden, and property, so that she can rear her children. When she had brought up her children...she may 
then marry the man of her heart… 
 
142. If a woman quarrel with her husband, and say: “You are not congenial to me,” the reasons for her 
prejudice must be presented. If she is guiltless, and there is no fault on her part, but he leaves and 
neglects her, then no guilt attaches to this woman, she shall take her dowry and go back to her father’s 
house. 
 

 
A. Briefly explain ONE major difference between the attitude toward women in the Shang and 
the Mesopotamian societies.  
B. Briefly explain how ONE example from the period 8000 BCE to 600 BCE not explicitly 
mentioned in the excerpts could be used to support the attitude about women held in China.  
C. Briefly explain how ONE example from the period 800 BCE to 600 BCE not explicitly 
mentioned in the excerpts could be used to support the attitude about women held in 
Mesopotamia.  

 

4. Answer parts A, B, and C.  

A. Explain one similarity among the religions of the ancient complex societies (8000-600 

BCE).  

B.  Explain one difference between the religious developments of the Hebrews and the 

Aryans.  

C.  Explain one way religious beliefs in ancient complex societies impacted another aspect of 

society (ex. political, economic, social, etc.). 


